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Duration ca. 3:45 

 
 
Instrumentation 
Bb Trumpet 1 /Piccolo Trumpet 
Bb Trumpet 2 
Bb Trumpet 3 
Bb Trumpet 4 (flugelhorn if possible) 
F Horn 1 (doubling recommended) 
F Horn 2 (doubling recommended) 

Trombone 1 
Trombone 2 
Bass Trombone 
Euphonium 
Tubas (2 recommended) 

Optional Voice 
Optional Percussion 
     1 Player: Glockenspiel, 
        Xylophone, Tam-Tam,   
        Triangle, Sus. Cymbal

 
1. I had two players in mind when I transcribed the tuba part. There are extended 

passages without breaks. F tuba is recommended for the material that appears in the 
upper register. 

2. If a vocalist is used: depending on the voice type, they may require amplification.  
 
Introductory Notes:  
Gustav Mahler cast his setting of Es Sungen drei Engel einen süßen Gesang as the fifth 
movement of his Third Symphony during his summer retreats at his “Häuschen” in 
Steinbach am Attersee in 1895 and 1896. I have always loved this symphony, and this 
movement in particular because of its use of two choirs and the colors that the composer 
creates with them and the orchestra. In this setting for brass, I have tried to capture the 
changes in character and timbre. 
 
The text of this Lied comes from the third volume of Clemens Brentano and Achim von 
Arnim’s famous collection of folksongs entitled Des Knaben Wunderhorn (1805–8).  
 



Text and Translation:  
 

Es sungen drei Engel einen sü-ßen Gesang,  
mit Freuden es selig in dem Himmel klang.  
Sie jauchzten fröhlich auch dabei:  
daß Pe-trus sei von Sünden frei!  
Von Sünden, von Sünden, von Sünden frei. 
 
Und als der Herr Jesus zu Tische saß,  
mit seinen zwölf Jüngern das Abend mahl aß,  
da sprach der Herr Jesus: "Was stehst du denn hier? 
Wenn ich dich anseh', so weinest du mir!"  
 
Und sollt' ich nicht weinen, du gütiger Gott, 
ich hab' übertreten die zehn Gebot!  
Ich gehe und weine ja bitterlich!  
Ach komm und erbarme dich!  
Ach komm und erbarme dich über mich!  
 
"Hast du denn übertreten die zehn Gebot,  
so fall auf die Knie und bete zu Gott!  
Bete zu Gott nur alle Zeit,  
so wirst du erlangen die himmlische Freud'!"  
Die himmlische Freud', die kein Ende mehr hat,  
die  himmlische Freude war Petro bereit’t,  
war Petro bereit’t  
durch Jesum und Allen zur Seligkeit,  
durch Jesum und Allen zur Seligkeit! 

Three angels were singing a sweet song, 
with joy it rang happily in Heaven. 
They shouted happily there also: 
Peter is free from sin! 
Of sin, of sin, free of sin! 
 
And when the Lord Jesus sat at the table, 
with his twelve disciples  ate supper, 
thus spoke Jesus: “Why are you standing here?” 
If I look at you, you weep for me!” 
 
Shall I not cry, you benevolent God, 
I have broken the Ten Commandments! 
I go and cry bitterly! 
Oh come and have mercy! 
Oh come and have mercy upon me! 
 
“If you have broken the Ten Commandments, 
then fall on your knees and pray to God! 
Pray to God allways, 
you will gain heavenly joy!” 
The heavenly joy, that has no end, 
the heavenly joy was bestowed upon Peter, 
was bestowed upon Peter 
through Jesus and for all a blessing! 
through Jesus and for all a blessing! 
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Gustav Mahler (1895–6)
Trans. Joshua Roach (2008)

"Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
from Des Knaben Wunderhorn
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-14-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-15-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-19-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."



&

&

&

&

&

&

&
?

?

?

?

?

ã

b
#

#

#

#

b

b

b

b

b
b

T
R
U
M
P
E
T
S

H
O
R
N
S

T
R
O
M
B
O
N
E
S

E
U
P
H

T
U
B
A
S

P
E
R
C

V
O
I
C
E

∑

w
Ó ˙

>

˙ Ó

∑

∑

w>

˙b ˙

˙n .œ Jœb

∑

∑

œ. ≈ œ. œ. œn . jœ. ‰ œ. œb .
w

77

p

Í

Í

∑

∑

w>

∑

˙ œ œ
˙ œ œ

∑
˙ ˙

w

∑

∑

œ. ≈ œb . œ. œ. œ. ≈ œ. œ. œ.
∑

78

Í

p

p

p
p

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ œ œ
˙ œ œ

∑
w

w

∑

∑

œ. ≈ œ. œ. œ. œb . ≈ œ. œ. œ.
∑

79

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙n œ œ
˙b œ œ

∑
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

˙ œ. ≈ œ. œ. œb .
∑

80

-20-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-21-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-23-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-24-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-25-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-26-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-27-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-28-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-29-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."
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-30-Score "Three angels were singing a sweet song..."


